The role of recombinant activated Factor VII in major obstetric haemorrhage: the Farnborough experience.
Major obstetric haemorrhage is one of the commonest causes of maternal mortality and morbidity worldwide. It may result in coagulopathy and diffuse pelvic or vaginal bleeding. Correction of coagulopathy when administering Factor VII may be crucial to the management of selected cases. We report the use of recombinant activated factor in three cases of massive obstetric haemorrhage. Prolonged international normalised ratio, activated partial thromboplastin time, and reduced fibrinogen were the trigger to use rFVIIa. It was effective to halt the process of coagulopathy, secure haemostasis and improve laboratory parameters in all three patients. We review the relevant literature and discuss its indications, the potential benefits and possible complications. Recombinant activated Factor VII is a potential haemostatic agent in massive obstetric haemorrhage. Its successful use has been reported in post-surgical bleeding and consumptive coagulopathy. It may abolish the need for hysterectomy, which has a devastating effect on the patient future fertility and psychological well-being.